Parent Council for Deaf Education

Congratulations Berenice and lain on the birth of
your beautiful baby girl Evie Elizabeth. I'm sure Evie
is ready to run for presidency after months of
Berenice agonising over spread sheets and numer-
ous other documents throughout her pregnancy.
Evie, you have lived and breathed PCDE!! Beren-
ice, it's time to relax now with your two beautiful
children while current and new members can enjoy
all the benefits of your hard work.

Spring, the warm sunshine, gorgeous flowers, such
an amazing time of the year. | had an incredible
day the other day with my son. We went to West
Head National Park and walked through the bush
to a horseshoe -shaped beach all to ourselves.

My son swam in the water, and we walked around
the rocks, examined creatures in rock pools. As we
stood on barnacles, buried in a hug, mesmerised
by the waves and the sun, we were completely lost
in the moment. This memory will last forever.
Walking back up the track, we spotted a large
Lizard. We just watched

as this creature checked

us out, move into a de-

fensive pose and then

scuttle off.

PCDE has invited Deaf Children Australia
to present their popular workshop-

2-4pm on
Sunday 29th October 2006
at the PCDE office.

Block D
361-365 North Rocks Road
North Rocks NSW 2151

Everyone is welcomel!

The whole beautiful experience reminded me of the
need for quality time with your children individually
even if it is a rare luxury!

As parents of Deaf/hearing impaired children it is
so easy to get caught up in the constant issues of
education, advocacy - every parent has their own
unique list. Spring is a perfect time to go write in
the sand, stand in awe of a large lizard poised in
the tree, relax with your children, celebrate life, love
and relax!

On a further positive note we have a new Project
Officer starting in the first week of October. Her
first priority will be meeting with families across
the state to identify and address pertinent is-
sues, with Educational and audiological issues a
constant pressure, especially for the rural fami-
lies. Please contact us if you have any particular
issues - a combined voice is a strong voice.

On a final note a huge thank you to Ann Porter
for her hours and hours of work to get the web-
site operational and looking so fantastic.
Regards

Gabrielle Hill

Vice-President

Parents will learn how to:-

e Develop your skills in negotiating for your
child

Access resources for your deaf child

Get support from other parents

Ensure needs of your child are being met
Enable the community to support your ef-
forts.

The workshop will be followed by the PCDE AGM
at bpm.

Light refreshments will be served in the break.

o Notice of the 2006
AGM

e Parent Workshop

e Planning ahead for
2007

e Newborn hearing
screening

e Stress less!

e Upcoming events



We are about to head into Term 4 and the end of the school year
and those wonderful long summer holidays. But we can’t relax
just yet. It is time to check that services for our children are in
place for the new school year.

Starting school

Your Early Learning Support Team should have guided you
through the process of initial transition planning, making a deci-
sion about school enrolment and planning school enrolment. If
you have not already done so, make an appointment with the
Principal at the school your child will be attending. The Principal
is responsible for making all the arrangements for the appropri-
ate support services for your child.

We recommend that you get involved at your child’s school.
Building positive relationships with the principal, classroom
teacher and other parents will assist your child to gain the maxi-
mum benefit from their school experience and assist you when
issues arise which need to be addressed. Volunteering at school
is a great way to meet the staff and other families and develop
good working relationships - and children enjoy having their
parents involved in their school life.

Further reading:
Time to start school - A parent’s guide
http://www.schools.nsw.edu.au/media/downloads/schoolsweb/

gotoschool/primary/parentbook. pdf

Who’s Going to Teach my Child? A guide for parents of children
with special needs.
http://www.schools.nsw.edu.au/media/downloads/schoolsweb/

studentsupport/programs/Irngdificulties/whoteach.pdf

Transition to school for young children with special learning
needs

https://www.det.nsw.edu.au/policies/student admin/general/
transition/pd02 29 transition to school.pdf
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By the end of 2006, all schools will provide parents with written
reports that are supposed to meet new Australian and NSW
Government requirements. However, parents whose children
attend Hearing Support Units have expressed some concern
about the new reporting system where most of the students
would fall in the D or E grade when compared to their grade as a
whole. This has obvious implications for the self esteem of these
children.

The NSW Department of Education and Training website states
that: “Reports for students with diagnosed disabilities will reflect

Transition to high school

Professor Tony Vinson, from the Faculty of Education at the
University of Sydney, has recently highlighted the difficulties chil-
dren face in adjusting to the new environment and change in
culture of high school. He said, “In the absence of good transi-
tions, many students will tread water or go backwards in their
education towards the end of their first year in high school.”

It is time to talk to your support team to ensure your child isn’t
one of these casualties. Ask what procedures have been put in
place to ensure a smooth transition to high school and how your
child will be assisted to understand this “change in culture”.

Parents have an important role to play as well, including attend-
ing orientation days at prospective high schools with your child,
helping your child to develop good study habits and practising
organisational skills. The NSW Department of Education and
Training has ten tips to assist parents prepare their child for high
school available on their website at
http://www.schools.nsw.edu.au/gotoschool/highschool/
tipsforparents.php

Continuing at the same school

Check with your support teacher, classroom teacher or Principal
that plans are underway for supporting your child next year.
There have been a number of hearing support class closures this
year and parents have not always known these were occurring.
Although we are unaware of further planned closures, it might be
timely to talk your Principal and confirm the NSW Department of
Education and Training doesn’t have similar plans for your class
next year.

All children perform better at school when

their parents take an active interest in their
work and other school activities.

the individual learning programs that are planned by teachers.
These reports are currently being developed.”

In Term 4, teachers should be starting to write up student re-

ports...based on little or no information on grading criteria. This
is not a good outcome for our children.
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Send your comments to pcde@bigpond.com
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DEAF SOCIETY OF NSW OPEN DAY

The Deaf Society of NSW are holding an Open Day at their
Parramatta Office on October 19th, 2006.

Macquarie House
Level 4

169 Macquarie Street
Parramatta.

Everyone is welcome!

AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION OF THE DEAF
NATIONAL CONFERENCE

Auslan: Our Past, Present and Future

Friday 3rd November to Sunday 5t November 2006
Mercure Grosvenor Hotel

Adelaide SA

For further information:
Australian Association of the Deaf
Phone: 07 3357 8266

TTY: 07 3357 8277

Email: aad@aad.org.au

Website: www.aad.org.au
DEAFNESS FORUM ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Annual General Meeting for Deafness Forum will be held
on Friday 10 November 2006.

Stamford Grand North Ryde
Cnr Epping and Herring Rds, Ryde

Dinner with special guest speakers will follow the AGM .

For information about Deafness Forum, visit their web site at
www.deafnessforum.org.au or contact

Nicole Lawder, CEO, on 02 6262 7808 or
nicole.lawder@deafnessforum.org.au
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Towards Success in Tertiary Study was a cooperative project
between the University of Melbourne and the Australian
Catholic University, which has resulted in the development of
a series of study guides for tertiary students with diverse
needs.

The guides present study skills and resources for students
with a range of disabilities, who are currently studying, or
intending to study in higher education.

Good luck to all 2006
HSC students!

We wish you every
success in your
upcoming exams.

HSC Online has some practical advice for parents during those
difficult and stressful exam times.

e Provide a good place to study which is quiet, comfortable,
well lit and ventilated and free from distractions.

e Provide good healthy meals
e  Encourage sensible amounts of sleep

e Encourage regular exercise such as a walk, swim or bike
ride.

e Encourage moderation in late night parties and alcohol
consumption

e And lots more...

http://hsc.csu.edu.au/for_parents
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The Mental Health Association of NSW suggests—
e take regular tea breaks

e get help with the jobs you struggle with

e take care of your body (healthy meals and
regular exercise)

daydream, meditate, do relaxation exercises
remember we all make mistakes

prepare your morning the night before

don’t take life too seriously
http://www.mentalhealth.asn.au

Two guides of interest to tertiary students with a hearing loss
are:-

Towards success in Tertiary Study ... discovering your learning
style
http://www.services.unimelb.edu.au/ellp/downloads/pdf/
LrnSt_03.pdf

Towards success in Tertiary Study ... with deafness
http://www.services.unimelb.edu.au/ellp/downloads/pdf/
Deaf_03.pdf




Preliminary results from a multi-centre study suggests that early
intervention in infants with a hearing impairment leads to better
outcomes in language development than if the problem is
treated later.

The study investigates the effect of age of intervention on the
development of language, psycho-social skills and educational
attainment of infants with a hearing impairment over a five year
period.

Dr. Teresa Ching, senior research scientist at Australian Hear-
ing’s research arm, the National Acoustic Laboratories (NAL),
said the results to date show that children who receive hearing
devices and intervention services early in life appear to develop
language at near-normal levels, both in terms of auditory com-
prehension and expressive communication.

“This is the first, and possibly only, population-based study
worldwide which evaluates the effectiveness of early interven-
tion by examining the performance of children with or without
access to universal newborn hearing screening in a longitudinal,
prospective manner,” Dr Ching said.

“At this stage the language abilities of 49 children have been
measured at six months after the children were fitted with hear-
ing aids. These initial results show on average, children who re-
ceived hearing aids and speech and language therapies at an
early age demonstrate expressive and receptive language
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The Management Committees of PCDE and North Shore Deaf
Children’s Association recently hosted a dinner for Prof Alys
Young, from the University of Manchester, and Prof Greg Leigh,
from The Renwick Centre and University of Newcastle. Both have
been wonderful advocates for parents in the implementation of
newborn hearing screening in the UK and NSW, respectively. The
company was excellent, the food great but we had serious issues
to discuss.

We were particularly interested to find out how the relationship
between the National Deaf Children’s Society (NDCS) in the UK
and the team at the University of Manchester had developed as
this has clearly been an enormous advantage to families. Prof
Young felt that NDCS played a significant role in the develop-
ment of this relationship. NDCS had in many respects set the
standards for early support following diagnosis.

In the early stages of the implementation of the UK screening
program, NDCS produced a number of quality standards docu-
ments which provided “parental perspectives, positive guidelines
and quality standards to enable providers of health, education
and social services, as well as the voluntary sector, to deliver
appropriate and effective support for deaf children form birth to
two years of age and their families.t” These quality standards
include guidelines for working in partnership with families,
communication with families including the provision of informa-
tion, working with families and developing partnerships in the
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abilities that are equal to performance of children with normal
hearing.”

On the other hand, children whose intervention was delayed
because their hearing loss was discovered when they were older,
exhibit reduced language abilities compared to their normal
hearing peers.

“We anticipate seeing other advantages as the children get
older, including educational, psycho-social and vocational bene-
fits.”

“These preliminary results provide evidence in support of early
diagnosis and intervention, which are made possible by imple-
menting universal newborn hearing screening,” Dr Ching said.

Children across Australia have differing access to newborn hear-
ing screening. New South Wales and South Australia are at
about 95 percent coverage, Queensland is at 75 per cent and
Victoria 30 per cent. The other states are yet to implement any
level of universal newborn hearing screening.

The study commenced in April 2005. To date, 200 children re-
siding in New South Wales, Victoria and Queensland have been
recruited, comprising 108 children who received their first hear-
ing aids and intervention prior to age six months and 92 children
after six months of age.

strategic management of services.

SWISH is about to enter its fifth year.
Parent organisations in NSW need to
step up to the plate and follow the ex-
ample set by NDCS in the UK. We need
to ensure that families whose babies
are diagnosed through SWISH have
access to support services which are
“well co-ordinated and provided by well
trained, qualified and skilled early sup-
port workers who facilitate parents’
ability to enable their babies to acquire
the best language and communication
skills they can through the mode(s) of
communication chosen by the parents.1”
Ann Porter

Quality
Standards
in the

Early Years:

Guidelines on working
with deaf children
under two years old

and their families

1. Quality Standards in the Early Years: Guidelines on working with
deaf children under two years old and their families.
(2002). The National Deaf Children's Society.

For more information on this document go to
http://www.ndcs.org.uk/docs/
Quality_Standards_in_the_early_years__England_and_Wales.pdf
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| attended this Conference on behalf of PCDE. It was a fantas-
tic opportunity to learn about the newborn hearing screening
program across Australia and to represent parents at this
meeting. There were very few parents there - it was a fairly
medically focussed event, although Prof Alys Young was the
exception, a UK academic with a keen interest in parents and
their experiences. As a parent, | certainly benefitted from at-
tending. | learnt so much and it got me thinking about all the
parents of babies who have been diagnosed through the
SWISH program in NSW.

We did not discover our children’s hearing loss until they
were older, since SWISH had not been brought in and,
throughout the conference, | had periods of sadness that my
kids did not benefit from this early diagnosis etc. Prof Alys
Young, from Manchester University, has been doing some
research with parents about Newborn Screening and how this
has resulted in “changed conditions” for diagnosis. It really
struck me how difficult it must have been for those parents
whose babes were diagnosed within those first weeks of life.

She spoke about the fact that in the past (my experience)
parents “discovered” their babies/child’s deafness gradually,
and had an “inkling” something was wrong, so were perhaps
better prepared for the diagnosis they finally received. Now
they receive this information from a professional, in a very
compressed timeframe. This brought home to me how diffi-
cult it must have been to process this information and the
implications, especially with your first baby.

Of course we can’t go back, but | wish the screening had
been there for my kids, since as we know, early diagnosis
means early intervention and all the benefits that go with
that. Saying that, it really brought home to me what a chal-
lenging time it must be for new parents.

Prof Young’s team has a strongly holistic view of research.
For example, in another study that she presented, her team
started their research by asking parents of deaf kids about
the dilemmas they have faced and the parents took an in-
volved role in the research. This study resulted in a project
that developed guidelines for professionals and parents on
informed choice.

+

Our website is up and running on www.pcde.org
PCDE news, information, membership forms and our newsletters
are now available online.

In the future, we will be highlighting issues that are important to
families and let you know how you can assist us to make a differ-
ence.

This is a work in progress so bookmark the website to keep up-
to-date.

+

Something that stuck with me was the quote: “Knowledge
does not ensure understanding” - so professionals need to
be parent focussed and aware of their barriers to under-
standing.

The booklet for parents which was developed as a result of
this research is fantastic and is available via the website:
http://www.earlysupport.org.uk

The first day had a session on Parent Support. Ann Porter,
the founder of Aussie Deaf Kids, presented her paper on
online parent support. This was very well received and re-
sulted in the most questions asked after a presentation and
a lot of good discussion. It raised the profile of parents and
their need for support and the barriers to technology that
some families have. It was a breath of fresh air in a medically
focussed conference.

The first day ended with a panel of parents who have been
through the newborn hearing screening process. This was
interesting - two sets of parents who had been through the
experience of being identified and diagnosed through the
Victorian Infant Hearing Screening Program (VIHSP). It was
not very positive for either - or their perception was that it
was not positive.

One couple felt that they had been misled by the staff at the
screening hospital (“Oh, it must be the machines etc - your
baby will be fine”) and the other couple waited far too long for
a final diagnosis after failing two tests and with no support.
One father described this post-diagnosis period as a “black
hole”. The message was that there is still a lot of work to do
around the way the process works, in particular, what support
is available after the diagnosis.

Please visit www.newbornhearingscreening.org.au for infor-
mation on all the presentations. | believe they will be placing
the presentations on the website.

Thank you for the opportunity to attend this conference.
Kate Kennedy

Ll Information
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Parent Council for Deaf
Education

Block D
361-365 North Rocks Road
North Rocks NSW 2151

PO Box 4748
North Rocks NSW 2151

Phone: 02 9871 3049
TTY: 02 9871 3025

Fax: 02 9871 3193
E-mail: pcde@bigpond.com

ABN: 47 618 685 904

PCDE is endorsed as a deductible gift
recipient under the Income Tax Assess-
ment Act 1997.

Disclaimer: Views expressed in this
newsletter are those of the individual
contributors and do not necessarily
reflect the views of Parent Council for
Deaf Education

We are now online!

www.pcde.org
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Congratulations to Berenice and lain Ferguson on the safe arrival of little

Evie Elizabeth Ferguson

on September 20, 2006

A beautiful sister for big brother Robbie.

News flash: Evie passed her SWISH test.

Y

Forty-two ambitious deaf youths from all
around Australia have been awarded grants
by Deaf Children Australia to help make
their dreams a reality.

The Deaf Children Australia Youth Awards
were created to recognhise the ideas and
achievements of young deaf and hearing
impaired people and highlight their positive
contribution to society.

A total of 48 applicants between the ages of
15 and 21 years from Victoria, Queensland,
New South Wales, South Australia and West-
ern Australia applied. Of those, 36 were
from Victoria, 2 from Queensland, 1 from
New South Wales, 4 from South Australia, 4
from Western Australia and 1 from Tasma-
nia.

Applicants’ requests included funding to set
up personal businesses, assistance for fur-
ther study and hobbies, such as learning to
play the Tabla, creating an Auslan DVD, set-
ting up an after-school deaf club and work
experience.

Amanda Collins, year 10 student from Victo-

v

If you have a couple of hours to spare - we
need you! We are in the process of archiving
our records and could use some extra help.
The job is easy but time consuming. We will
provide detailed guidelines of what to keep
and what to discard along with a steady
stream of tea, coffee and gourmet fare.

ria is a budding creative writer and pho-
tographer. She was ecstatic that her re-
quest for funds to publish a number of
books featuring her poems and photos
was granted.

Amanda Collins said, “I am so happy that
my dream is actually going to come true.
The book will detail my life story, and what
| have gone through being deaf. | want it
to influence the lives of deaf teenagers, to
let them know that they are not alone.”

Damian Lacey, CEO of Deaf Children Aus-
tralia says, “Our vision at Deaf Children
Australia is that deafness is no barrier.
These awards will give deaf and hearing
impaired people the opportunity to fulfil
their true potential.”

Youth website
Deaf Children Australia’s Youth website is
now live!l The website has been designed
especially for deaf and hearing impaired
young people around Australia.

www.deafchildrenaustralia.org.au

You can invite your friends along and en-
joy a morning out while providing us with a
much needed hand.

Please contact the office on 9871 3049,
if you can help. We look forward to hear-
ing from you.
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Dear Parents,

We request the pleasure of your company at the 2006 Annual
General Meeting of Parent Council for Deaf Education. Our or-
ganisation has been through much change over the past year
and we now need your support.

This year's AGM will provide an opportunity for families to learn
how parent support groups can improve outcomes for all deaf
children.

Manny Karvelas from Parents of Hearing Impaired Children,
Victoria Federation and Ann Porter, from Aussie Deaf Kids, will
share their experiences of two very different parent groups.
Both are enthusiastic supporters of a National Parent Network
which will link families and provide a strong voice on issues that
have the greatest impact on our children’s lives.

Parent Council for Deaf Education will be an integral part of this
National Parent Network through their partnership with Deaf
Children Australia (DCA). Their Parent Council Charter gives us
the opportunity to draw in the strengths of DCA and combine it
with the power of the NSW parent voice.

Deaf Children Australia will be presenting their popular workshop
“Standing by your child—parents as advocates” at the PCDE of-
fice prior to the AGM. All information is available on our website
at http://www.pcde.org/news/pcdeevents.htm

Everyone is welcome.

Your participation is important to us and we look forward to
seeing you there!

Berenice Ferguson
President

The President and Committee Members of
Parent Council for Deaf Education
request the pleasure of your company at the

2006 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
to be held at the PCDE Office
Block D, 361-365 North Rocks Road
North Rocks
Sunday 29t October 2006
Commencing at 5pm
Guest speakers:

Manny Karvelas, President of Parents of Hearing Impaired Children,
Victorian Federation will discuss the outcomes of the first year of
partnership with Deaf Children Australia and how the relationship has
improved the capacity of the Victorian Federation to achieve their goals.
Ann Porter, founder of Aussie Deaf Kids, will outline the potential of
the Internet to improve the lives of families of deaf children
by providing information and support..

Join us for light refreshments prior to the AGM - 4pm onwards.

The meeting is expected to close at 6pm.

RSVP: 02 9871 3049 or pcde@bigpond.com




